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THE NC CHARTER 

SCHOOL TEACHER OF 

THE YEAR  

     Aboveς Kinobe African music and dance  

Aboveς Middle School Agricultural Elective student 
poses by award winning produce at the Mountain 
State Fair. 

VISION  
ArtSpace Charter School will be a  national 
benchmark in educational  excellence 
through integration of the arts. 

MISSION 
ArtSpace Charter School offers a  complete education, through 
an  integrated curriculum centered around visual and          
performing arts, utilizing an experiential approach. We believe 
in a family-centered, cooperative approach to  education that 
encourages parental involvement and community service in 
order to nurture responsible citizenship. 

 

!Ǌǘ{ǇŀŎŜΩǎ CƻǳǊ tƛƭƭŀǊǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

structure and support and mirror 

our school community. They are 

values that are taught, discussed, 

and nurtured in all our students. 

We believe if the pillars are applied 

to personal development and     

interpersonal relationships, the 

members of our community will 

flourish. 

RESPECT 

Due regard for the feelings, wishes, rights or tradi-
tions of others, self, and the learning environment. 

LEADERSHIP  

To show the way, to model, to empower, to be a 
principle player in your own life and the lives of oth-
ers. 

EFFORT 

A determined attempt by an individual or a group 
of people with a common purpose. 

SERVICE 

Helping or doing work for others; providing for   
others in need. A favor, kindness, or selfless  act 

 

 



Arts Integration 
 
The Arts Integration Team (AIT) consists of teachers from each art form including 
drama, music, visual art, dance, and technology.  The AIT at ArtSpace works to ground 
students in the skills necessary for high achievement in the arts and technology.  The 
AIT collaborates with classroom teachers to integrate the arts curriculum (as outlined 
by the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, the Common Core, and the Essential 
Standards) with the broader curriculum at each grade level.  Through weekly planning 
meetings, team teaching, and cooperative learning experiences, students are im-
mersed in the fundamentals of visual art and design, guided to write and act in origi-
nal plays, conduct intensive technology-based research, choreograph dances, develop 
mastery of music skills, and explore science, math, social studies and language arts 
concepts through the arts and technology.  Some of the highlights include - annual 
productions for each grade level, 7th and 8th grade elective concentration courses, 
sixth grade Shakespeare performances, art shows, music concerts, and a variety of 
field trips in the arts. An integral part of arts integration is exposure to professional 
artists. The Visiting Artists program brings performances, residencies, and workshops 
to our school.  Past visiting artists include nationally acclaimed puppeteers Hobey 
Ford and Lisa Sturz; internationally acclaimed artists like African drummer and folk-
tale artist, Masankho Banda; Latin musicians, Solazo; storyteller, David Novak, and a 
variety of folk artists, weavers, potters and visual artists.  

Students explore creative writing 
throughout the year. In the spring, the 
Poetry Festival gives students the op-
portunity to celebrate and share po-
etry. This school-wide festival features 
performances by professional poets, 
poetry scavenger hunts, community 
member poetry readings, and student 
performances. The 2009 Poetry Fesit-
val welcomed local poet, Glenis Red-
mond, who created a poem, Community 
of Souls,  inspired by her residency at 
ArtSpace.  

Technology is an essential component of the  cur-
riculum and enhances arts integration. Students use 
traditional tools such as word processing and multi-
media programs such as Keynote, PowerPoint, and 
Inspiration. Students also express themselves 
through design and digital video production, using 
digital photography, and creating virtual 3D worlds 
and stop-action movies. Students learn both Mac 
and PC platforms and have access to mobile com-
puter labs as well as an Explorations Lab. ArtSpace 
operates on a wireless network which gives every 
student in every class 100% access to the internet. 

Poetry Festival 
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Local poet and visiting art-
ist, Glenis Redmond, per-
forms for students. 

Top left- 
Basket 
weaving, 4th 
Grade Pio-
neer Night.  
 
Leftς 1st 
Grade Fairy-
tales  
 
Rightς 
άwƻƳŜƻ ŀƴŘ 
WǳƭƛŜǘέΣ сǘƘ 
Grade 

Technology 

ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ !Ǌǘ ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ wƛŘƎŜΦ ! ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ  
create. Sometimes a place has a head, but what gets to you is its heart, how the 
ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ ά - Community of Souls, 2009, Glenis Redmond 



 

Grade Level Highlights 
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KINDERGARTEN   
Essential foundations for life-long 
learning begin with a solid command 
of literacy and mathematics. Math 
Investigations and the literacy pro-
gram, Fundations, are integrated into 
the exploratory arts, self-discovery, 
and social interaction. Outside the 
classroom, children learn responsible 
citizenship through service projects, 
such as spending time with the eld-
erly at Mountain Care.  

THIRD GRADE 
Third graders build an understanding 
of personal strengths and challenges 
through the study of Multiple Intelli-
gences during the Superheroes Pro-
ject. History comes to life in third 
grade when we explore leadership 
characteristics. Inspired by Judy Chi-
ŎŀƎƻΩǎ The Dinner Party installation 
at the Brooklyn Museum, students 
research a historic figure, write a 
monologue, create a costume, form a 
clay plate, and then host an interac-
tive evening for parents. Writing 
workshops open opportunities for 
real-world writing application. Math 
Investigations is integrated through-
out the curriculum. 

SIXTH GRADE 
Sixth graders engage in a variety of 
learning activities and projects. Ac-
tivities include annual Shakespeare 
and Greek performances, multi-
media presentations, Renaissance 
and war crimes trial role plays, an 
Ecosystem/photosynthesis project, 
plate tectonics-building, experiments 
with igneous rocks and annual field 
trips to places like Grovestone 
Quarry, Diana Wortham Theater, and 
Warren Wilson College hiking trails. 
In sixth grade, we focus on commu-
ƴƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ άƎǊƻǿέ ƻǳǊ 
community through class meetings, 
team-building activities, group pro-
jects and experiential field trips.   

FIRST GRADE 
Literacy and mathematics come to 
life through an exploration of World 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ά¢ǊƛǇ !ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
²ƻǊƭŘέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
like making landforms, sculpting 
clay penguins, writing Chinese char-
acters (alphabet), and maneuvering 
Japanese puppets. They write and 
perform original plays on habitats 
and cultures from around the globe. 
Math Investigations and Fundations 
literacy program are integrated 
throughout the curriculum. 

FOURTH GRADE 
Fourth graders explore the curricu-
lum through overarching  themes. 
Students are immersed in the his-
tory and culture of North Carolina 
through various role plays, re-
enactments, and the arts. In math 
we bring fundamental concepts to 
life through storytelling and authen-
tic, real-world applications. We use 
the scientific method to encourage 
critical thinking skills. Teachers cre-
ate a rhythm to each day and to the 
year focused on the development of 
the whole child. 

SEVENTH GRADE 
Seventh graders begin the transition 
toward the more traditional ap-
proach to education they will ex-
perience in high school. Students 
are introduced to four core subject 
teachers and rotate classrooms. We 
offer leveled mathematic instruc-
tion to serve the academic needs of 
each student. In science, students 
spend four months on a compre-
hensive study of human body sys-
tems. The subjects of Language Arts 
and Social Studies integrate as stu-
dents read literature from Asia, Af-
rica, and Australia. Students are 
offered a choice of electives to fur-
ther develop artistic skills in the 
areas of their interest. 

SECOND GRADE 
Diversity and multiculturalism drive 
the second grade curriculum  Foreign 
language instruction in Spanish en-
hances literacy skills and the under-
standing of Latin-American cul-
tures.  Integration includes family 
fiestas, Latin-American artist studies 
(eg. Diego Rivera, Frieda Kahlo), salsa 
dance and music, internet research, 
and  a student-written theatre pro-
duction. Math Investigations is inte-
grated throughout the curriculum. 

FIFTH GRADE 
Fifth graders explore European ex-
pansion into the Americas. After 
learning about the two engaging cul-
tures, Native American and Euro-
pean, each class chooses a culture to 
further examine. Students assume 
roles as Native Americans and Euro-
pean Explorers presenting their inter-
pretations of the cultural exchange 
through song, dance, and original 
monologues. 

EIGHTH GRADE 
The eighth grade curriculum inte-
grates the arts and sciences with 
ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
world, and encourages each student 
to form a vision for their future. To 
help students develop realistic edu-
cational goals and a detailed plan for 
their high school education, a variety 
of instructional practices are used in 
a multidisciplinary context in an ef-
fort to show the interconnections of 
life.  At the culmination of the year, 
eighth grade students participate in 
service activities to finance a week-
long field trip to the Outer Banks 
which highlights curricular studies 
and serves to create a deeper sense 
of connection through a truly unfor-
gettable experience. 



TITLE I 
Title I is a federally funded program 
designed to supplement classroom 
instruction in reading by improving 
the educational opportunities of chil-
dren. We seek to help students feel 
successful in school, attain grade-level 
proficiency, and improve achievement 
in both basic and advanced reading 
skills. Students meet 4-5 times per 
week in a small group setting. Title I 
services are provided by a certified 
reading specialist and assistant. Cur-
rently, ArtSpace is a School Wide pro-
gram serving students with identified 
needs. 
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QUEST PROGRAM  
(Academically/Intellectually Gifted) 
The Quest Program is designed to develop 
critical thinking skills, creativity, problem-
solving abilities and provides extended aca-
demic opportunities for academically high-
functioning students. The identification 
process for fourth through eighth graders 
involves analysis of End-of-Grade scores, 
report card grades, MAP, and teacher check-
ƭƛǎǘǎΦ !Ǌǘ{ǇŀŎŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ 
with those of most gifted programs.  The 
school-wide emphasis on higher level think-
ing, creativity, and project-based learning 
encourages students to reach their poten-
tial.  Opportunities for extension are built 
into daily, differentiated lessons. The Quest 
program supplements this by providing in-
depth opportunities for advanced students.  

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND 
Odyssey of the Mind is an international educa-
tional program which provides creative problem-
solving opportunities for students from kinder-
garten through college. Kids apply their creativity 
to solve problems which range from building 
mechanical devices to presenting their own in-
terpretation of literary classics. Student teams 
participate in the annual regional tournament. 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 
National Junior Honor Society is available to 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade students. Student participa-
tion is determined by the guidelines set forth by 
NJHS. The criteria for membership includes 
scholarship, leadership, service, citizenship, and 
character. For more information about the Na-
tional Junior Honor Society, please refer to the 
official website, http://www.nhs.us. 

Advanced Programs 

STUDENT NURTURING TEAM 
The Student Nurturing Team addresses 
the specific needs of individual stu-
dents who may be struggling with their 
academics and/or behavior. The team 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ 
school counselor, EC teacher, as well as 
tutors and administrators when appli-
cable. The team  reviews information 
provided by the teachers and parents 
and discusses strategies to help stu-
dents achieve their full potential. Stu-
dents are referred to the team by the 
classroom teacher. 

9·/9t¢Lhb![ /IL[5w9bΩ{    
PROGRAM 
A free appropriate public education is the 
right of every child with a disability. As a fed-
erally funded school, ArtSpace Charter pro-
ǾƛŘŜǎ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛπ
fying children with mental, physical and emo-
tional disabilities who are unable to benefit 
from a regular school program without spe-
Ŏƛŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
program at ArtSpace strives to serve each 
child with a disability in the regular classroom 
using an inclusion mode when possible. The 
program includes necessary related services 
such as occupational and speech therapy. 

Student Assistance Programs 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ  
ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ōŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ 
- Community of Souls, 2009, Glenis Redmond 

Top-AIG Solar Oven; Rightς AIG Earthquake 
project; Lower Rightς Ropes Challenge  
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GRITS 
Girls in Research, Invention, Technology and Science (GRITS) is 
a club designed for girls in grades 5-7 that encourages the pur-
suit of paths towards a career in a scientific field.  The program 
is conducted in collaboration with Evergreen Community Char-
ter School. The 2009 curriculum focuses on topics like genetics, 
classification, women in science, energy sciences, and per-
maculture and includes guest speakers and scientists,  field 
trips, experiments, weekend retreats, and presentations at 
community events.    

As a courtesy to our families we offer extended day programs. These programs which include Be-
fore Care, After Care, and Mini-Camps, run throughout the school year and are open to all stu-
dents. Before Care begins at 7:30 and is free of charge. After Care runs from 3:30-6:00 on regular 
school days and from 12:30-6:00 on half-days.  After Care gives students an opportunity to com-
plete homework, play outside, and have creative free time. Snacks are provided daily. Mini-Camps 
are available during fall and spring mini-breaks (October and March) from 8:00-6:00 and provide a 
camp-like experience for the students.  
 
Parents also have the option of enrolling students in after school extra-curricular activities. The 
extra-curricular program provides opportunities for students to explore activities like Kung Fu, 
gymnastics, foreign language, violin, dance, dulcimer, and more. Class offerings and fees vary. 
Sessions are held after school. Students who enroll in extra-curricular activities may attend After 
Care on the days of their classes for no additional charge.  

STUDENT COUNCIL 
Student Council gives students the opportunity to serve their 
school, to develop leadership qualities, and to learn about the 
democratic process. Each year the council adopts a community 
cause. The 2010 project was a winter clothing drive for ABCCM. 
Student Council is open to students in every grade level. Repre-
sentatives are elected by majority vote. Students also learn 
about local government to facilitate youth activism and steward-
ship. 

HeartSpace 
 
HeartSpace is the counseling program at ArtSpace and includes 
the services of school counselor and school-based therapist. The 
primary goals of HeartSpace are to help students develop a posi-
tive self image, responsible social skills, and life planning skills as 
well as a respect for diversity. Our services help students achieve 
academic success and prepare for lifelong learning. The school 
counselor provides short-term individual counseling, small group 
counseling and classroom activities. The school-based therapist 
provides individual counseling and therapy for students and 
families. Counseling services and classroom activities often inte-
grate both visual and performing arts. 

Extended Day and Extra-Curricular Program 

GIRLS ON THE RUN and GIRLS ON TRACK 

Girls on the Run is a national program with a mission to edu-
cate and prepare girls for a lifetime of self-respect and healthy 
living.  GOTR at ArtSpace meets twice a week for one hour and 
fifteen minutes to learn about healthy decision making that 
that fosters a positive impact on  self, immediate surroundings, 
and community; then we run!  Girls are guided in, and encour-
aged to, find their own pace - one that is challenging to self but 
not overwhelming.  The session ends with a 5K Run - not a race 
- in which each girl and their running buddy accomplish the 
goal of completing the run to the best of their ability. 

Aboveς Student Council Representatives explore local government 
with Asheville Mayor Terri Bellamy. 

Aboveς Teamwork and community on the playground 

B.O.W.S. 
B.O.W.S. (Boys Outdoor Wilderness Skills) is a wilderness sur-
vival/outdoor appreciation program for middle school boys. 
Boys are taught various wilderness survival skills while develop-
ing respect and an appreciation for nature and the environment. 
This program is aimed to enhance self-esteem, build character, 
and teach cooperation and teamwork. 



The Middle School Program combines collaboration, research, performance, and teambuilding 
to foster problem-solving and critical thinking skills essential  for high school and beyondτ ad-
vanced studies at a university, technical or trade school, or the workforce. Specialized inte-
grated projects prepare middle school students for the High School Graduation Project, a re-
quirement for high school graduation. We offer  courses to meet the learning needs of a diverse 
student population. Honors level courses like Algebra I and Honors Language Arts provide ex-
tensions to standard curriculum for advanced students. Academic Extension courses offer all 
students the opportunity to build their academic foundations with small-group instruction.  

INTRAMURAL SPORTS 
ArtSpace partners with local schools to offer select team 
sports. The Hospitality League is co-ed and offered to 
grades 6-8. Team sports include flag-football in the fall, 
basketball in the winter, and soccer in the spring. Intra-
mural sports fosters team-building skills in addition to 
inspire students to remain active and fit as part of the 
NC Healthy Child Initiative. 

YEARBOOK 
The yearbook is a collaborative effort of seventh 
and eighth grade students, who take pictures, de-
sign pages, and create a layout which celebrates our 
annual accomplishments. Students gain real-world 
skills in layout, design, and digital photography.  

T.R.I.B.E.S. 
A primary component of the ArtSpace mission is to foster 
whole-child growth. T.R.I.B.E.S. (Trust, Respect/Responsibility, 
Identity, Bonding, Effort, Service ), the middle school advisory 
program,  provides a safe, nurturing environment for students 
to work with a teacher in a small group to address social, emo-
tional, and academic needs. T.R.I.B.E.S. meet three times per 
week for 40 minutes to develop personal goals, design and 
implement service projects, and participate in teambuilding 
activities. Examples of service projects include volunteering at 
a local soup kitchen, partnering with the elderly, and reading 
buddies. T.R.I.B.E.S. also present the annual Empty Bowls 
event to promote hunger awareness while raising funds for the 
local food bank. Empty Bowls 2011 provided over 4,000 meals 
for families in WNC.  

SPECIALIZED ELECTIVES 
At the middle school level, students are able to move beyond survey-
level arts and technology courses and specialize in a field of study. 
Course offerings have included world dance, pottery, technical theatre, 
claymation films, and world agriculture. The specialization allows stu-
dents to delve deeper into an area of preference. This solid foundation 
gives students an edge on their focus for high school and beyond. 

Middle School Programs 

Rightς Pottery and Hand-
building 

Aboveτ 8th grade Outer Banks 
Trip, Jockeys Ridge State Park 
 
Rightτ 8th grade chemistry play, 
ά!ƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ !ǘƻƳƭŀƴŘέ 


