
 

 

 

ArtSpace celebrates its 10th year with School of Distinction! 

In 1999, a small group of people had a vision for a school where the standard 

state curriculum could be effectively integrated with all artsðvisual, dance, 

drama, music and technology. That was ten years ago. Today, with a staff of 56 

and 382 students, we are stronger than ever, currently rated as a School of Dis-

tinction by NCDPI. Weôve come a long wayðfrom temporary quarters at Christ-

mount where a handful of staff had to move in and out each week to our current 

38,000 square foot building. ñI remember the entire staff sitting around a picnic 

table for meetings,ò said Steve Lipe. ñOn Mondays, the students and I unpacked 

and set the room back up to get back to work.òAfter five years, ArtSpace was 

granted a 10-year charter. We are now midway through that and have just sub-

mitted the 5-year review to NCDPI. ñWe have come such a long way. Iôm proud 

of our staff, our students and our community,ò said current Executive Director, 

Lori Cozzi .   

 
ArtSpace staff since the beginning. Left to right, Darlene Turner, Erin Carr , Lyn VanOver, 

Steve Lipe, Jane Horning, Josh Batenhorst and Carol Davis.  
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P A G E  2  

William Rogers Residency 
 

ArtSpace welcomed William Rogers, a local vis-

ual artist renowned for his metal work. Thanks to a 

grant from Hand-Made in America, Rogers 

worked for two weeks with students and teachers 

to create a mobile sculpture integrating science, 

math, and history into an art form. 

Students in the 7th grade and in the 

middle school art elective learned the 

history of metals in various parts of 

the world, integrating the Social 

Studies and Science NC Standard 

Course of Study. All students were 

challenged in creative problem solv-

ing, decision making, and the hands-

on process of forming metal into 

separate pieces that were combined 

into a balanced, moving mobile. The 

final piece is installed as permanent  

artwork in the Arts Wing and was  

dedicated to Norma Bradley,  

Education Director at Handmade in 

America. The artist residency with Rogers was sup-

ported by a grant from Handmade in America and 

the NC Arts Council.  

Rightð Lori Cozzi 

(right), Norma 

Bradley of Hand-

made in America 
(front) and Wil-

liam Rogers 

(back) are joined 
by students to 

celebrate the in-

stallation of the 
mobile. 

Centerð Rogers 
demonstrates black-

smithing to Graham 

Wood, Zoey Ben-

bow, and Isaac 

Eckard. 

The 5th grade studied American history as part of 

their social studies curriculum and in quarter 3, 

learned about the Civil War era.  To align with 

their studies and coincide with Black History 

Month, visiting artist and ethnomusicologist, 

Cathy Riley, taught African American Spirituals. 

Ms. Riley concluded her residency with an 

ArtSpace student performance on February 

23.  The students sang in each of the four types 

of Spirituals: praise songs, sorrow songs, message songs, and Spirituals 

revised to become anthems for the Civil Rights movement in the 20th 

century.  
 

Throughout the course of Ms. Rileyôs residency at ArtSpace, she 

brought in special guests:  Ms. Lucille Ray, a former early childhood 

specialist who grew up in the Swannanoa area and is a published poet 

shared her poetry; Mr. Rodney Lytle from Warren Wilson College 

shared stories and Spirituals from his childhood; Ms. Norma Bradley 

from Handmade in America showed quilts and discussing the impor-

tance of such textiles during the time of the Underground Railroad;  and 

a group of senior citizens from St. Johnôs Baptist performed a collection 

of songs and who joined students in the final performance. 

African American Spirituals 

Artist Residencies  

Leftð Mr. Rodney Lytle, Cathy 

Riley and Ms. Lucille Ray. 

 

Belowð  5th grade sing with St. 

Johnôs Baptist Church. 

Allan Wolf   

Residency for  

Poetry Slam 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allan Wolf, famous slam poet, 

worked with students on writing 

and performing original poetry. 

ArtSpaceôs 2011 Middle School 

Poetry Slam included students 

Spencer Stevens, Caitlin Gro-

etsch, Kyle Brooks and Raven 

McKnight. They were among 

thirty student poets from seven 

middle schools and four high 

schools who competed at the 

WordSlam 2011 spoken word 

poetry competition! 

Topð Rogers working with Chris Behrens and Rickie Leach 


